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dor in London, and von Bethmann-Hollweg, the German Chan-
cellor. Both these men were regarded by the Foreign Office as
guarantees against a German attack; their continuance in their
office was looked upon as an assurance that Germany entertained
no immediately aggressive plans. Though the British statesmen did
not say so definitely, the impression was conveyed that the mission
on which Colonel House was engaged was an unnecessary one—a~
preparation against a danger that did not exist.'1
Here is indeed a most valuable record of the mind of British
statesmanship on the eve of world-catastrophe. In the matter
of judgement it was astray—chiefly through its natural and
habitual but quite erroneous assumption that a German chan-
cellor was tantamount to a British prime minister.2 Bethmann-
Hollweg, a weak man in a very weak position, was not really a
'guarantee9 for anything. But on the moral side the British
ministers showed well. Their sincere 'will to peace9 could not
be mistaken. Colonel House, and through him President Wilson,
were always afterwards aware that, whoever had been the war-
mongers, the British were not.
By midsummer all the stars in their courses worked for the
Central Powers. With a strange simultaneity Great Britain and
France appeared temporarily paralysed together—the one by
the climax of Carsonism,3 the other by the feuds culminating in
the Caillaux-Calmette murder. The only thing lacking was a
casus belli i and a few days later that too was supplied.
On 28 June the Archduke Francis Ferdinand, heir-apparent
to the crowns of Austria and Hungary, was murdered by Serb
irredentists at the Bosnian capital, Serajevo. The assassins were
Austrian subjects, but their conspiracy had been hatched on
Serbian soil. Few tears were shed either in Vienna or in Budapest
for the Archduke; who had been extremely unpopular with both
the dominant races in the Monarchy. But it was decided to
utilize his murder as the pretext for attacking Serbia. The first
thing was to get Germany's approval; and for this the aged
Emperor Francis Joseph wrote an autograph letter to William II.
On 5 July, just a week after the crime, the Kaiser answered
promising his full support. No doubt it was the reply expected;
1 Ibid. 298. Cp. also Prof. G. Seymour, The Intimate Papers of Colonel House, i.
(1926), c. 9, especially pp. 267-70.
z See below, Appendix C, section 2.
3 For the impression made by Carson's movement on Berlin see J. W. Gerard,
My Four Tears in Germany (1920), 91.

